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The Columban 
I trust in the kindness of God forever 

 

The Columban 

Principal’s Message “God of all peoples in Jesus Christ 
You call us from our foolishness to be you children 

coming amongst us like a kookaburra singing 
 the song of a new day.” 
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Principal’s Message 

CRICOS  Reg No. 03347D 

EVENTS 
 

MARCH 
Monday 11th  

Molloy Food Drive 
(Wear Green Day) 

Gateway Tourism Event 
 

Wednesday 13th 
Enrolment information  
Evening 2020-2022 

Year 8 Debating 
 

Friday 15h  
Day of Action Against 
Bullying & Violence 

Year 10 Visual Arts, Art Gallery 
 

Saturday 16th 
TAS 

 
Thursday 21st 
Harmony Day 

Year 9 Visual Arts, Art Gallery 
 

Friday 22nd 
Mass 7:45am 

 
 

Important notice 
Term 2 return date is  

Tuesday 23rd April 2019 
 

INSIDE 
THIS EDITION 

We acknowledge and pay our respects to the Gubbi Gubbi peoples, the  
traditional custodians of the land our College calls home. We commit to  
walking with their leaders towards true reconciliation.  

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
This week we started our journey into the Lenten period. As Catholics, Lent asks us to reflect, repent 
and pray as a way of preparing for Easter. We signified the start of this Lenten period this week on  
Ash Wednesday when, as a College, we came together to pray, reflect and receive the ashes to  
remind us of how to turn away from sin and become more aware of those who are suffering from  
poverty. 
 
We also used this day to launch our Project Compassion appeal, raising money for those less fortunate 
than ourselves. I would encourage all students to make some sacrifices over this Lenten period and 
raise some money for all those people who are less fortunate than ourselves. Our students and  
families are always very generous and I encourage people to make a concerted  
effort over Lent to raise money for Project Compassion. 
 
Caritas is an organisation that supports long-term development programs in impoverished communities 
such as Africa, Asia, Indigenous Australia and the Pacific. Helping oppressed people to rediscover their  
dignity by taking greater control over their lives and overcoming poverty. Giving Students the  
opportunity to help others in need teaches them that they can make a difference. 
 
I would also take this opportunity to recognise that today, Friday 8th March is International Women’s 
Day and as such I would like to celebrate the contribution and achievement of all the women in our  
community.  
 
Before I conclude could I please congratulate all those students who made Representatives Teams 
over the last two weeks, these include; 
 

Jake Pearce   Regional team for AFL 
Emma Jeffrey  Regional team for Netball 
Diesel Hadlow  Regional team for Athletics 
Kaylis Beaumont-Tafua  Regional team for Basketball 
Bayley Woollett Regional team for Basketball & Netball 
Brock Long  National Touch Football  
Adele Black  National Touch Football  
Isaiah Levi National Touch Football  
Chloe Sawtell National Touch Football  
Remi Hinckesman  National Touch Football  
Adele Black  Sunshine Coast Touch Football 
Isaiah Levi Sunshine Coast Touch Football 
Chloe Sawtell Sunshine Coast Touch Football 
Remi Hinckesman  Sunshine Coast Touch Football 
Cooper Clark  Sunshine Coast Touch Football 
Sam Watson  Sunshine Coast Touch Football 
Jordan du toit  Sunshine Coast Touch Football 
Jackson McKellar  Sunshine Coast Touch Football 
Slayde Stokes Regional team for Soccer  
Mackenzee Stokes  Regional team for Soccer  
Jonte Connolly  Under 18’s Rugby Union 
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Message from the Principal Cont….. 

Furthermore, I would also like to pass along a message from Archbishop Coleridge, as the news of Cardinal George Pell's conviction on 
historical child sexual abuse charges has generated widespread media coverage. Brisbane’s Archbishop Mark Coleridge, who is the 
President of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and has recently attended the Vatican Summit on the  
Protection of Minors, has made this statement: 
 
The news of Cardinal George Pell’s conviction on historical child sexual abuse charges has shocked many across Australia and around 
the world, including the Catholic Bishops of Australia. The Bishops agree that everyone should be equal under the law, and we respect 
the Australian Legal  System. The same legal system that delivered the verdict will consider the appeal that the Cardinal’s legal team 
has lodged.  
 
Our hope, at all times, is that through this process, justice will be served.  In the meantime, we pray for all those who have been abused 
and their loved ones, and we commit ourselves anew to doing everything possible to ensure that the Church is a safe place for all,  
especially the young and vulnerable. 
 
Like Archbishop Coleridge, I know that all members of our community will keep in their prayers all those who have been abused,  
whether that abuse occurred in a family, institutional, church or other environment. 
 
Brisbane Catholic Education’s priority is to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all of our students. We do everything possible to ensure 
that our schools are safe places for all. This includes comprehensive and effective student protection policies and procedures and  
annual training for all staff. Any allegations of abuse in any of our schools is immediately reported to police. 
 
You will find full details of our student protection procedures on our website and on the Brisbane Catholic Education website. Please feel 
free to discuss these with me at any time.  
 
I thank you for your continuing support of our school, students and families. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
Michael Connolly 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Principal 
 

In the name of the father, the son, and the holy spirit. Amen. 
Today we honour the women of all times and all places: 

Women of courage. 
Women of hope. 

Women suffering. 
Women mourning. 
Women living fully. 

Women experiencing joy. 
Women delighting in  life. 

 
Women knowing the interconnectedness of the human family. Women 

honouring the sacredness of the relational, the affective. 
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Message from APRE 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
Happy International Women’s day! 
 
There has been a flurry of activity in the Religious life of the school in the last 2 months. The first 
week of school we had our Leadership Formation Day which culminated in a beautiful Liturgy in the 
evening. Our student leaders were challenged to model their leadership on the example of Blessed 
Edmund Rice and Jesus. Both these men put the spiritual and material well-being of those less  
fortunate at the heart of their ministry. This was quickly followed by our Year 12s going on their  
Retreat where they were encouraged to “Be More”.  
Our new students were welcomed into our College with the traditional Aussie celebration of a BBQ. 
Our ATSI students were celebrated on the week of National Apology Day.  Central to being Catholic 
is hospitality, we should be looking for opportunities to welcome the stranger and look to upholding 
the dignity of others.  
 
This is the rationale behind the extent to which we welcome and celebrate those in our community. 
With open arms, we strongly  
encourage our parent community to feel part of the Opening Mass, Leadership Commissioning and 
Senior Tie ceremony. So too, with the recent Welcoming and Badge Ceremony. We think it is im-
portant that parents are there when we challenge the students to chart new horizons, to be  
emboldened and to embrace the new learning opportunities in front of them. We also feel it equally 
important that students value these days and the chance to show that hospitality and create a strong 
community. We as a College value these relationships. It is the flavour of our charism, to be  
inclusive in our language, actions and culture. 
 
Every fortnight on Thursday a number of year 11 Christian Ministry and Theology students along with Mr Thompson bring smiles to faces 
of the residents at Regis. We value the partnerships formed with the wider community and the time spent with the elderly at Regis is one 
that nourishes our students and those in care. Next week Tuesday 12th March, 8-9am our staff and senior students will receive training to 
take part in providing outreach to those in need in the Caboolture area. Through the relationships formed with Rosies over the last couple 
of years, we have the opportunity to reach out further and become truly present to those in need.  
 
This week you would have been made aware in your emails the importance of Lent and Ash Wednesday. We endeavour to encourage our 
students to think beyond themselves and Lent offers a perfect time to reflect. 
 
Pope Francis offers this insight 
“And does not true freedom mean choosing ways in this world that lead to the good of all and 
are guided by love? But then we wonder, Is this the world in which we are living? Creation  
retains its beauty, which fills us with awe and it remains a good work. But there are also 
“violence, division disagreement, war. These occur when humans, the summit of creation, stops 
contemplating beauty and goodness, and withdraws into their own selfishness”  
 
Blessings to you all, 
 
Raechel Fletcher 
Assistant Principal Religious Education and Identity 
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Learning & Pathways 

2019 Next Step Survey 
 
The Queensland Government is conducting its annual statewide survey of all students who completed Year 12 in 2018.  
The Next Step survey is a brief, confidential survey that gains a comprehensive picture of the employment, study and life choices made 
by Queensland school leavers in the year after they finish Year 12.  
 
Between March and June, all our students who completed Year 12 last year can expect to receive instructions to complete a web-based 
survey or a telephone call from the Queensland Government Statistician’s Office. Please encourage them to take part. If their contact  
details have changed, please assist the interviewer with their updated details or forward the survey to their new address so they can  
participate.  
 
Thank you for your support of the Next Step survey in 2019. Further information on Next Step is available online at  
www.qld.gov.au/nextstep or on toll free telephone 1800 068 587. 
 
 
Kate Ruddy  

Assistant Principal – Senior Phase 

We invite your staff, students and their families to find 
out more at our Headstart Information Evenings in 
March. 
 
Through USC’s Headstart program, Year 11 and 12 
students can study up to two first year uni subjects of 
their choice on campus, getting a true taste of uni life. 
  
Headstart students can also accrue QCE points, gain 
possible credit towards a USC Degree, develop their 
academic skills and can access help from USC’s  
student support services.  
 
https://www.usc.edu.au/learn/courses-and-programs/
headstart-information-evenings 
 
 

 
 

Who should attend? 
Parents and students in Years 10, 11 & 12 

 
Date 

Tuesday 19th March 
 

Time 
4:30pm - 6:00pm 

 
Location 

USC Sunshine Coast 
 

http://www.qld.gov.au/nextstep
http://usc-future.custhelp.com/rd?1=AvMu~wrdDv8S~xb~Gv8s~yLu1~8q7Pv7RwCRPD7~Pv9Y&2=11936
http://usc-future.custhelp.com/rd?1=AvMu~wrdDv8S~xb~Gv8s~yLu1~8q7Pv7RwCRPD7~Pv9Y&2=11937
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Learning & Pathways 

Academic Integrity and “Turnitin” 

At St Columban’s College, academic integrity is important for all students. For senior students in particular, we follow the QCAA  
guidelines in relation to academic integrity to ensure that judgments about achievement are based on responses that can be  
authenticated as a student’s own work. The QCAA clearly outlines that students must approach their studies ethically, honestly and with 
a sense of moral purpose. All work submitted must clearly be the students’ own work.  
 
Our Year 11 students recently completed a QCAA Online module around ‘Academic Integrity for Students’ to help them further  
understand their responsibilities in this area to ensure that they are working in the most appropriate manner.  
 
The College makes use of ‘Turnitin’ software in many senior classes, to ensure that student work is authentically the student’s own.  
Students are asked to submit their work via the ‘Turnitin’ program, to ensure that there is no duplication or evidence of plagiarism.  
Students can also use the program as a support to assist them with the checking and editing of their work, looking at grammar,  
punctuation, vocabulary and structure. These are very useful tools for many students, and can make the difference in terms of results.  
 
The QCAA syllabi often stipulate that students studying senior subjects are only permitted to submit one draft for an assessment piece, 
so I would encourage students to make use of programs such as Turnitin to compliment the feedback they will be receiving from their 
teachers.  I would also encourage parents to engage in meaningful conversations with your seniors about the assessment they are  
currently completing – they are doing some amazing work!  
 

Year 12 Exams 
The Year 12 Exam block timetable is being finalized at present and will be published to students via email in the next week. Timetables 
will also be made available on the Parent Portal.  

 

Year 11 Dinner Dance – Date Change 
Please note due a conflicting College event, we have made a date change for the Year 11 Dinner Dance to Tuesday 27th September. 
The venue and other details remain unchanged. Thank you for your understanding.  

 

Best wishes for the week ahead.  

 

Kate Ruddy  
Assistant Principal – Senior Phase 

 

 

Important Notice 
 

Please note that there has been a Calendar date change.  
Term 2 will now commence on Tuesday 23rd April 2019 for all Students. 

 
It is not a pupil free day as stated on the previously printed College Calendar 
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Learning & Pathways 

This week we invited the Year 6 students from our surrounding primary schools, including St Peter’s Catholic Primary, into our College to 
explore the curriculum, our facilities and to work with our dynamic and supportive teaching staff. The students engaged in a range of 
learning experiences and had the opportunity to feel a part of our superb community. The students thoroughly enjoyed their time at the 
College, and it was fantastic to see just how much they gained from this experience. We look forward to welcoming more Year 6 and 
Year 5 students into our College as the year progresses.   
   
Our Middle Phase students are currently moving towards assessment due dates, and it is important to remember at this time the value of 
time management skills. The need to dedicate time to not only completing assessment tasks, but also to reviewing the learning  
experiences of each class, each day, is essential.  
 
As parents, we can continue support our child/ren in relation to their learning and assessment by having conversations with them each 
day. These conversations demonstrate your support for their learning whilst also allowing them to reinforce the learning intentions of 
each class, as they articulate the details of their classwork. As mentioned earlier this year, these questions below are useful as  
conversation starters.   
 

 What did you learn today?  
 What was the learning challenge that you worked on today? What did you learn from it? 
 What feedback did you get from your teachers and how did you use it? 
 Did you make progress in your learning today? How did you know? 

 
The use of these questions supports our visible learners, making their learning experiences explicit. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Steve Ruddy 
Assistant Principal - Middle Phase 

Did you know the food and accommodation sector is the 5th largest employer in Australia with over 97,000 jobs projected to be available 
by 2022. Currently in the Moreton Bay Region, there are 160 jobs that can’t be filled in the food and accommodation sector.  
 
St Columban’s College is proud to be a Gateway to Food Wine and Tourism school. We are the training HUB for the Northside of  
Brisbane. As a Gateway to Food Wine and Tourism school we are excited to be hosting our first event for teachers and students in the 
local area. On Monday we will welcome a range of industry experts to our gateway hub to share their stories and knowledge about the 
exciting and rewarding opportunities that exist in the Food and Tourism area.  
 
We will have demonstrations from Matt Golinski who is an Australian Celebrity Chef and Food Wine and Tourism Ambassador.  
Amanda Lutvey from the Career Culture Lab will be speaking about her journey in Human Resources, and Olivia Evans the Director of 
Sandstone Park and Young Tourism Leader will share her career in the tourism arena. We will also have a guest barista joining us for the 
day.   
 
We will share some photos in the next issue of the newsletter of the event.  

The Food Wine and Tourism Gateway Experience  

Matt Golinski Amanda Lutvey Olivia Evans 

Amanda Schimke 
RTO Manager 
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Pastoral and Student Wellbeing 

To our St Columban’s Community, 
 
Every year, in Australia: 

 Skin cancers account for around 80% of all newly-diagnosed cancers. 
 Between 95 and 99% of skin cancers are caused by exposure to the sun. 
 GPs have almost 1 million patient consultations per year for skin cancer. 
 The incidence of skin cancer is one of the highest in the world, two to three times the rates in Canada, the US and the UK.  

 (Australian Cancer Council, 2019) 
 
Julie Atkins, our Pastoral Leader, shared her personal experience with skin cancer this week with our parent and caregiver community 
via email. Like many of us, skin cancer has touched the lives of nearly every family.  As the biggest cause of cancer in Australia, we 
need to raise the awareness amongst our students to the risk factors and the ways to reduce exposure to the sun’s harmful UV rays.  
As Julie noted, we are “an educational institution which endeavours to teach our young people to be pro-active in looking after their 
health”, with sun safety being a major part of that.   
 
Like other topics at the College, we set our expectations to allow our students to develop the skills to protect themselves.  As a result of 
this, our expectation is that students: 

 Wear their formal hat to and from school,  
 Present with their formal hats to Pastoral Care and formal College events, 
 Are expected to wear the College formal or bucket hat around the College during the day, 
 Not permitted to wear the College Sports Cap – this is for TAS Sports and Interhouse events. 

 
There has been some confusion around the acceptable use of the sports cap of late. In allowing time for the next shipment of formal 
hats to arrive, the College Cap will not be able to be worn during the school day from the beginning of Term 2. We understand 
that there have been some conflicting requirements across the different mediums as we update our policy documents. This was an 
item only intended for sporting teams and will return to its original purpose at that time.  
 
We would also like to remind parents and students that it is the expectation of all of our young men are to wear short black business 
socks and long grey pants during term 2 and 3. Many boys are wearing them all year round and find this less uncomfortable than 
long socks and shorts. As well as this, the wearing of the College tie is also compulsory.  
 
The uniform shop is open Tuesday and Thursday if you need to purchase/order a formal hat (laminated cards given to students who 
have ordered a hat but isn’t available right now) or bucket hat. 
  
The presentation of our students has been very much improved, and we thank the parents and carers for your support.  Halfway 
through a term is normally the time for the hair of our young men to be cut. If your child is looking to grow his hair to collar-length or 
longer – it must be neatly tied up. Those boys who find it difficult to tie it back and need constant reminding will be required to have 
their hair cut. It is their responsibility to tie it back, so if this is an issue for them, a haircut will be expected. Our College salon, Sion, is 
only too happy to have students booked in to rectify any hair issues at a reduced rate.  
  
Again, thanks for your support on these small yet important matters. These things are not simply about a uniform but develop College 
pride and teach our students to meet an expectation and to follow uniform rules they encounter in the workplace. If there are any  
concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me your particular house leader through the College office.  
 
Darren Crilly 
Assistant Principal - Wellbeing 
 

Uniform Shop Hours 

OPEN  
Tuesdays 8-9am and 2-3pm                

     Thursdays 8-9am         
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Pastoral and Student Wellbeing 

Are you nagging your kids to get their chores done too??? 
Why Having Responsibilities and Helping with Chores is Critical for Growth 

 
I will readily put my hand and say “Yes, I am!!” We are now at the end of Week 6 of the school year and routines should be pretty well  
established by now…. routines, co-curricular activities, home routines and the dreaded CHORES….  
 
Many families subscribe to the philosophy that everyone should “pitch in” to help with household tasks – and I am 100% one of those  
people. Clearing the dishwasher, folding and putting away clothes, preparing meals, making beds, feeding pets, vacuum and mop,  
everyone can participate! 
 
Now hear me loud and clear…. kids (and especially our teens) need to learn to take responsibility for themselves and assist those around 
them, especially family and friends! Don’t feel guilty for asking your kids to chip in at home to assist in making a more smoothly-run  
household. Now yes…. I am sometimes guilty of saying, ‘it would be way faster if I just do this myself?’ as I eye-roll when my kids make a 
mess while helping cook, when I find dirty socks hidden under the bed, or they are told for the 100th time to get their clothes to fold and put 
away. And do you find yourself asking any of the following questions? 
 

 My child already has homework and other responsibilities; do I really need to add to that? 
 Am I being selfish by asking my child to do this for me? 
 My kids are so busy with school, sport/music etc; should I just let them relax? 

 
All of these questions are perfectly valid, but they overlook an important aspect of your child’s development:  
having chores and responsibilities is actually a critical part of your child’s growth! 

 Completing chores boosts your child’s confidence by feeding a sense of responsibility and self-sufficiency 
 Regular household duties impart a sense of social responsibility and will often do willingly if they are made aware of their 

valued contribution to a smoother running household 
 Chores teach children to prioritise… they might not enjoy doing chores, but delayed gratification is almost unheard of these 

days. Sometimes you have to do the less-fun ‘stuff’ before you get to the fun ‘stuff’. 
 
This is a valuable life skill that all children must learn in order to succeed later in life. Other regular activities, such as doing homework 
each night, teach a similar skillset. Learning to put off a fun activity in order to focus on completing the boring ‘stuff’ is a skill that your child 
will continue to use throughout their lives, such as: 

 Staying in to study for an exam instead of going out with friends 

 Going to the grocery store instead of buying a new outfit 

 Paying bills instead of planning an exciting holiday 

 
Learning chores prepares your child for Adulthood… part of our responsibility as parents is to teach our children the skills and  
maturity that they will need to succeed on their own one day… why not start building their confidence now? 
 
By all means, ask your kids for their input into what chores they would like to do…. But I’m pretty sure I can tell you what their answer will 
be – NONE!! But just to show you what happens in my house…. 
 
Weekly rotation – Week One = Harry on dishwasher, Bailey on Dogs & Vacuuming, Evie on Bins 
                             Week Two – Bailey on Dishwasher, Evie on Dogs & Vacuuming, Harry on Bins  
And so forth. My kids are 14, 13 and 10. They also fold and put way all of their clothes, clean their rooms, make their own lunches and 
sometimes mop and help mow as well – and have been for a number of years…. So I do try to practise what I preach (even though my 
OCD tendencies do tend to twitch a bit while they are doing some of them!).   
 
While children are not likely to ever truly enjoy doing their chores, knowing that the experience benefits them in the long run can make 
enforcing their assigned tasks easier for you as a parent.  
 
For further information, check out the following websites for age appropriate chores and the reason why we are doing ourselves and our 
children a disservice by not sharing the home workload. 
 
Julie Atkins 
Pastoral and Wellbeing Leader  
 
https://harmonylearning.com.au/why-having-responsibilities-and-helping-with-chores-is-critical-for-growth/  
https://www.verywellfamily.com/the-importance-of-chores-for-kids-1095018 
https://raisingchildren.net.au/toddlers/family-life/chores/chores-for-children 

https://harmonylearning.com.au/why-having-responsibilities-and-helping-with-chores-is-critical-for-growth/
https://www.verywellfamily.com/the-importance-of-chores-for-kids-1095018
https://raisingchildren.net.au/toddlers/family-life/chores/chores-for-children
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Digital Citizen in the Curriculum 
- yours, mine, our online rights & responsibilities -  

In 2019, contemporary citizenship involves our online and offline lives.  It is therefore essential that students, parents, teachers and the 
wider community are educated and aware of the rights and responsibilities that accompany digital technology use.    
 
Our Year 7 and 8 students have been learning about strategies to protect their online privacy. A focus has been understanding that online 
privacy involves establishing appropriate boundaries and controlling what information a person makes available to other people.  Students 
have been reminded that their password/s are private information and something to be respected rather than divulged.   
 
Digital Security – one of the nine elements of the College Digital Citizenship Framework – concerns protecting people’s own and others’ 
data.  One strategy to develop strong digital security and enhance online privacy is creating strong passwords.  Some tips for creating 
strong passwords include: 
 

 Use upper & lower case letters, numbers and special character symbols (eg. #) 
 Do not use obvious choices like your birthday or name 
 Longer passwords are better – use at least eight characters (with a mixture of letters and digits) 
 Create different passwords for each account you use  
 Change your passwords regularly (every 12 weeks is the recommended time) 

(ThinkUKnow, 2019) 

Discuss online privacy and with your son or daughter.  Ask each other about how your passwords rate?  When was the last time you 
changed your passwords?  These questions and the accompanying conversations are important in developing great digital citizens. 
 
Best wishes for the remainder of the week.  If you have any questions, comments or would like to know more about digital citizenship 
please email me tkingsmill@bne.catholic.edu.au at your convenience. 
 
 
Dr Talitha Kingsmill 
Special Projects Coordinator 

mailto:tkingsmill@bne.catholic.edu.au
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 Sport 

Debating: 
Thursday night (27th February) saw the commencement of the 2019 Debating  
Season with our Year 9 and 11 students taking to the challenge against some very 
tough competition. All of our students represented themselves and the College with 
pride and I am pleased to announce that all three teams came away with wins!  
 
Congratulations to both of our Year 9 teams and our Year 11 team, as well as their 
coaches (Phil Lam, Sally Everist and Jill Dearling). The students only had a week to 
prepare for this debate, but they all handled this round with a calm and collected 
attitude.  
 
Special mention must go to Jordan Siver (Year 7), who stepped in at the last minute 
to fill in with one of our Year 9 debating teams. This was his very first ever debate, 
and he took to it like a fish to water! 
  
Our topics for the evening were: 
  
Year 9  That we should ban the Melbourne Cup (Our teams were both on the affirmative side of this debate) 
Year 11  That rank and file members of political parties should directly elect the leader of the party (Our team had the negative side of this  
 debate) 
  
Congratulations to all involved, and we wish our Year 10 and 12 students the best of luck with their First Round debates. 
 
Greg McCormack 
Co-Curriculum Cultural Leader 

Chess Tournament: 
On Thursday 28th February  
sixteen members of the College 
Chess Club travelled to Nudgee 
College, Sandgate to participate in 
the first round of the Queensland 
Interschool Chess Championships 
– Brisbane Secondary Region.  
 
Each student played seven games 
of chess throughout the day.  
 
Four students formed one team in B Division whilst the remaining twelve players formed three teams in C 
Division. 
 
Our B Division Team finished in equal tenth (out of twenty-two teams). Best performers were Phoenix Malone 
(Yr 8) with four wins and Bradley Watson (Yr 11) with three wins and two drawn games. 
 
Our three C Division Teams finished in seventh, tenth and twelfth position respectively (out of eighteen teams).  
Best performers were Chloe Woods (Yr 8) with five wins, Jarrod Ogrodniczek (Yr 8) with four wins and one 
draw, Kael Leota (Yr 7) with four wins and William Watts (Yr 7) with three 
wins and one draw. 
 
All students enjoyed the opportunity to play against other students from 
other secondary schools in the Brisbane region. Even those students who 
came away with only one or two wins from the day showed great  
resilience and sportsmanship and everyone  
represented the College admirably. 
 
Mr Brendan Walsh 
Chess Coordinator 



   

Absentee Hot Line: 5433 7366 (24 hours a day)  12  

 
 

 
 

Sport 

ISKA Toowoomba Classic - Karate 
 

On the 3rd of March, Year 10 Molloy student Charlotte Ruffell  
competed in Round 1 of the ISKA Toowoomba Classics. She has 
very high standards and was placed to face off against Boys and 
Girls  
[15-17 & 16-18 yr olds] and was eager to impress, but nervous at the 
same time.  
 
Ruffell competed in 4 events; Kata, Sumo, Clash Sparring & Full 
Contact Sparring. In meeting those lofty predetermined goals before 
the competition began, she came away with two 2nd places and two 
1st places. 
 
This is just the beginning of the 2019 journey for Charlotte and if this 
is an indication of the year to come, watch this space!  
 
Congratulations to Charlotte on those brilliant results. 
 
Mr Cremasco-Schmidt 
MAP Leader 

MAP Spotlight Buzz – Student Newsflash! 

TAS  
Round 3 StC Vs St John’s 
 
1sts 
Travelling to Forest Lake, the girls produced a profound win against St John’s. Winning by 21 points, the 1st girls played with a purpose 
and high energy. Coming out of the blocks hard, the girls constructed a 19-6 first quarter. This was very promising with pressure  
defense and the ever-evolving offence with excellent movement and passing. However, the 1st girls struggled to convert the  
opportunities and reward their hard work on a difficult court during the 2nd and 3rd quarters. With all this in mind, the girls stuck together 
and used some momentum which was created to push further ahead and seal their first win of the 2019 TAS season.  
 
Special mention goes to the Captain Jasmine Houlahan and Vashti Borthwick for their leadership on the court, inside presence and 
their high offence output; but all girls contributed to a great win! 
 
There are areas of improvement, but there are definite signs of greater fluency and cohesion as a group of 10 girls who have not 
played much together. An almighty challenge with Canterbury College awaits them next Saturday, but the girls are up for taking down 
one of their biggest competitors. It would be great to see heaps of support there for the 1st StC girls. 
 
Mr Cremasco-Schmidt  
Coach & Coordinator 
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Sport 

Girls Tennis  
Year 7 Team 
Hannah Thornton, Sarah Betteridge, Estella Pinna, Abygail Harwood, Indianna Millman, and Elise Price  
The Girls have been playing some awesome Tennis.  
Hannah is undefeated in all Singles.  
Wins to Sarah in singles against CHAC and Doubles with Abygail against St Johns. 
 
Year 8 Team 
Kaitlyn Apps, Zara Kidd, Charlotte Petersen, and Madison Page 
The Year 8 Team have been applying a lot of effort each week.  
Kaitlyn won her singles against JPC and Zara won against Canterbury.  
Zara and Madison combined brilliantly to win their Doubles. 
 
Year 9 Team 
Steph Hallinan, Sam Galland, Rachel Walker, Charlotte Morris, Tahsia Hartwig, Emma Crase, and Abbey Hamilton  
The Year 9 Team have been improving week on week.  
Wins to Sam and Charlotte in their Singles against Canterbury.  
Abbey and Tahsia have been playing fantastic tennis filling in for 2nds. 
 
Year 10 Team 
An excellent win against JPC and Canterbury from Sienna Edwards, Sandy Tran, Emily Spnovic and Kalani Duff  
Sienna and Emily have been playing some great tennis winning their Singles against Canterbury. 
 
The Seconds Team 
Jacinta Gonano, Matisse Dunning, Renee Wykman, Hannah Spnovic, Lillyana Wareham won against JPC and Canterbury.  
Hannah Spnovic played really well to win her Singles against Canterbury.  
Abbey Hamilton from Year 9 also played strongly to step up and win her Singles. 
 
The Firsts Team 
Elle-Louise Kidd, Brianna Kidd, Charlee McNeilly, and Jasmine Him have been playing some super Tennis.  
Wins to Charlee in her singles against CHAC and Jasmine in her doubles with Hannah against St Johns.  
The girls combined well to win their Doubles against Canterbury. 
Looking forward to this weeks’ games against WMAC. 
 
Alex Locke 
Coordinator 
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Sport 

 
 

Basketball 
1sts 
Once you step onto the court, you must believe you can win no matter the opposition you face. The 1st StC girls played a highly talented Canterbury 
College outfit and tried their hearts out, but unfortunately went down 70-28. There were glimpses of what the girls could do throughout the 2nd and 
3rd quarters but they need to be more consistent and confident in their own skills. Over the next couple of training sessions, the girls will continue to 
train hard to build on their gameplay and fluency to maximise their chances for getting another win. 
 
With our final home game next week against WMAC and our full squad available, the 1st girls would be keen to bounce back to the winner’s circle. 
 
Mr Cremasco-Schmidt  
Coach & Coordinator 
 
Year 10 
After a slow and sluggish start where we were down 8-1 in the first quarter, the girls bounced back to comprehensively defeat one of our main 
threats in Canterbury. I have been teaching the girls individual tips and tricks to take on their opponents and I am beyond pleased at their attempts 
to execute them during a game.  We saw some wonderful jab steps, pump fakes and solid screens. Brooklyn Webb’s 2 floaters were 2 of the  
sweetest I have seen.  They are all keen to keep building their box of tricks and as they already have solid footwork principle’s, their execution is 
pretty amazing. 
 
We looked good on Saturday, we really played well as a team. Our girls coming off the bench provided solid support and their confidence is growing 
as they develop new skills with the encouragement of their more seasoned team mates. I truly love that about our team. 
I am not looking too far ahead, but if we continue to commit to each other and continue to work hard, we may well have something very special this 
season. Keep training hard girls! 
 
As always, our Parent Team were once again there in solid support as they have been since Year 7. So appreciative of the group that we all are. 
Also, special mention to the STC Game Day Crew who do an amazing job scoring and managing the bench under sometimes difficult and  
high-pressure circumstances. They are fine ambassadors for our College. 
 
Mrs Trickett   
Coach 
 
Year 9 
The Year 9 girls came into the game against Canterbury College looking strong after an intensive week of training. The first quarter saw the girls 
starting strong and securing a 10 point lead. This put the girls in a strong position moving forward to the second quarter. Despite the girls strong 
defensive efforts, the StC girls struggled to penetrate and attack the basket against a strong zone defence. This resulted in Canterbury quickly  
turning the score around until they took the lead by halftime.  
 
The girls continued to fight hard until the end of the game, but were unable to break down the strong defensive efforts of Canterbury who went away 
with the win. We will use this loss to help build and develop our offensive game leading into the matchup this week against West Moreton Anglican 
College. 
 
Mr Warburton  
Coach 
 
Year 8 GOLD 
The Year 8 GOLD girls are starting to put things together on the court, though unfortunately walked away as close losers to a strong Canterbury 
College team. It was an off day for the girls on the offensive side of the ball, however defensively we played our best game yet. The final score  
reflected this with a 10-15 loss. The girls will aim to pick up their second win of the season this week at home against WMAC. 
 
Year 8 BLUE 
The Year 8 BLUE girls played one of the most nerve-racking games of their lives against the Canterbury College B team. The final score being a  
38-34 loss, though neither team led by more than 4 points the entire match. The girls played with all heart, and have gelled as a team like none  
other. While there is much to work on, their progress and attention to detail during training has been fantastic to watch and they are making a real 
push to be candidates for some minutes in the Gold team!! 
 
Mr Reed  
Coach 
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The National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence  

15th March 2019. 
 
 

On the 15th March a representative from Headspace will be at the school during first break. The will be available to talk with 
students about mental health and the many different supports that Headspace can provide.. The school’s  
Guidance Counsellors will be there to speak to students,  
answer questions and provide information about bullying.  
 
In their PC class, the students will be given an orange ribbon 
as a sign of their commitment to be an “upstander” instead of a  
bystander if they witness bullying occurring. There will also be 
a display of the Year 7 and 9’s pledges to doing something if 
they see bullying online or at school.  
 

What is bullying?  

Bullying has three main features:  

 It involves a misuse of power in a relationship 

 It is ongoing and repeated, and 

 It involves behaviours that can cause harm. 

 

 

 

 

Below are two useful video link’s that provide more information on bullying and gives some ideas about the bystander  

superpower. 

What is bullying? 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/resources/videos/pages/videoplayer.aspx?VideoID=183 

Bystander superpower 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/Resources/Videos/Pages/VideoPlayer.aspx?VideoID=173 

 

 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/resources/videos/pages/videoplayer.aspx?VideoID=183
https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/Resources/Videos/Pages/VideoPlayer.aspx?VideoID=173
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The Careers Team 

On Monday, three of our senior students, Jenelle Raffo, Jacinta Gonano and Matisse Dunning, travelled to Mooloolaba to attend an      
International Women’s Day Leadership Development High Tea hosted by the Australian Defence Force.  
 
This was a fantastic opportunity for students to learn about the many careers on offer within the ADF and the essential roles that are in 
high demand. We heard first hand from women from each of the branches of the force. Some of the speakers included a Pilot in the Air 
Force, a Petty Officer in the Navy and an Officer in the Army.  
 
Each of them spoke about their roles within the service and their experiences as they travelled and found their place in the ADF. The    
students enjoyed the opportunity to listen to these inspiring women and discovered the many career options available in the services. 

Year 10 Work Experience  
 

Year 10 Work Experience will be held from Tuesday 25th June to Friday 28th June.  
 
ALL Year 10 students are expected to find a placement. Although June sounds like it is very far away there is a lot of paperwork that 
needs to be completed before students can go. Some places are very competitive so it's a good idea to get in early!  
Don't miss out on trying a possible pathway before SET (Senior Education & Training) Plan begins.  
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Are you a budding business entrepreneur in the making? 

Dear Year 11 and 12 Students, 
 
Do you wake up in the morning and think “I really wish I could be part of something that would give me real-life exposure to the 
wild world of business…”?  
 
Well, do we have the opportunity for you! 
 
The 2019 Blueshift Business Case Study Competition is now open.  
 
https://www.qut.edu.au/business/about/events/blueshift 
  
The competition involves Year 11 or 12 students working on a real business problem, for real business, presenting in front of 
industry experts. 
  
You will compete against teams from across the globe.   
Winners can receive scholarships, cash and sponsor prize packs and much more. 
  
If this sounds like something you want to get involved with, then you need to take action NOW.  
Contact Mrs Wass immediately for more information. 
  
It will involve you organising a time with Mrs Wass each week to complete the case study by the 29th of April.   
  
Finalists will be announced by 6th of May and a Champions round will be on the 18th May. 
  
So if you are interested in a career in business or undertaking a Business Degree à This is for YOU!  Please apply to Mrs Wass 
who arranging teams now. 
 
 
 
Mr McCormack  
Cultural Co-Curricular Leader 
 

https://www.qut.edu.au/business/about/events/blueshift
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Do you like delicious food?  

Are you interested in ancient Rome?  
Would you like to come to Italy this September holidays? 

Secure your place on the trip by paying a deposit. 
Deposits are due by Friday March 15th and can be made at the Finance Office or through the College Portal  

Just click on the “Italy Trip 2019” link. 
 

If you’d like more information talk to Mrs Ange Woodriff (or email awoodriff@bne.catholic.edu.au) or  
Mrs Nina Malczewski ( nina.henderson@bne.catholic.edu.au).  

mailto:awoodriff@bne.catholic.edu.au
mailto:nina.henderson@bne.catholic.edu.au
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